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cultural construction of religion. This involves, Heidegger argues, no
particular theory of religion, but does require the overcoming of
religion. What is overcome is the now traditional 'philosophical
conception of religion' (GA2 3/4: 423), which Heidegger says attempts
to comprehend religion by seeking the fundamentals of it in the being
of God or its essential essence. The image of God as a 'hidden being' is
still at the core of this conception. Heidegger claims that the
traditional metaphysical foundation of the idea of the hiddenness of
God, the idea that God is hidden from us, means that God is now
misconceived as that to whom human beings exist 'for the sake of
something other' (GA2 3/4: 425). In an effort to overcome the
traditional conception of religion, Heidegger suggests that the human
being 'comes to itself' through'religion'. He does not use the
word'religion' as a description, but rather uses it as a compound word
that indicates an activity of coming-to-oneself in the present. By
taking the dictionary definition of the word, Heidegger says it means:
to be consciously aware of 'one's own being' (GA2 3/4: 426).
Heidegger then adds that the word also connotes the determination
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